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Tips

 Type essays for practice.

 Quality over quantity (evidence)

 Text based support and student’s own view (elaboration)

 Transitions

 Citing sources

 Vocab and academic writing

 Read non-fiction material





INFORMATIONAL 

TEXT SPLIT

Elementary

 50% NARRATIVE

 50% INFORMATIONAL

Secondary

 30 % LITERARY

 70%  INFORMATIONAL



Reading

For all sections of the test there will 

be a reading requirement. 

Multimedia elements may include 

audio presentations, slideshows, or 

graphical elements.



For all sections on the FSA 

test…

 There are six different types of questions…(this is what 

sets this test apart from FCAT.)

 Multiple Choice

 Multi-Select: More than one answer should be chosen.

 Two part questions: two questions pertaining to the same 

topic.

 Open Response: 1-3 sentences (Just enough to answer the 

question and support it from the text)

 Hot Text: highlights the sentence

 Graphics: interacting with the text



Example: Multiple Choice

 The diagram shows the human respiratory system. 

 Based on its location within the human respiratory system, what is the 

function of the trachea?

 A) gas exchange

 B) to dissolve oxygen

 C) temperature control

 D) to act as an air passageway



Multiple Choice (2 

correct responses)



Example: Multi-Select

 Select two ways that the interactions with other characters 

support the development of the narrator’s character.

 Cassie encourages her to hurry, and that eases the narrator’s fears.

 Cassie expresses her feeling that the ocean is beautiful, and the 

narrator realizers she is right.

 The narrator’s father encourages her to go beyond her comfort 

zone, and at the end she does.

 Going  to the ocean with her family as a child makes the narrator 

feel assured about exploring new places.



Open Response



Example: Open Response  

 Explain how the texts develop and treat the theme of freedom in the 

same way. 

Type your response in the space provided.

*1-3 sentences. Clear, concise and to the point-Just enough to answer the question and 

support it from the text)



Multi-Select



Two-Part MC



Example: Two Part Question
 Part 1: Which theme do the texts have in common?

 A) Unwavering devotion

 B) Loneliness

 C) Friendship

 D) Isolation

 Part 2: How do the texts treat this theme similarly?

Type your answer in the space provided.



Two-Part Hot Text



Example: Hot Text

Click on the sentence that indicates how the study of Mars might help 
people on Earth. 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) successfully 
launched an unmanned mission to explore the planet Mars on November 
26th, 2011. The mission was named the Mars Science Laboratory and the 
vehicle successfully landed on August 5th, 2012. The laboratory contains 
a robotic rover named Curiosity. Curiosity has many pieces of technology 
and scientific instruments to send images back to Earth and to identify 
the chemistry of the planet. 

The mission has four  science goals. The first is to determine whether 
there has ever been life on Mars. Scientists can analyze the rocks and 
soil of Mars to look for water activity. There is no liquid water on Mars 
currently because the conditions are not favorable, but there is evidence 
from the rocks that water was once present. The second goal is to 
characterized the climate of Mars. Understanding how the climate 
changed over time will give scientists insight into how a planet that 
once had liquid water became the dusty planet it is now. The third 
goal is to characterize the geology of Mars. To do this, Curiosity grinds 
rock samples and sends information about the minerals on Mars. The 
final science goal of the mission is to prepare for human exploration.



Editing Task



Example: Graphics
 Place the characteristics that describe the narrator, Cassie, or both in the 

diagram in the correct locations. 

 Sure

 Reflective

 Adventurous

 Cautious

 Determined

 Biology career

 Careless about friendship

 Impressed by the ocean

 **Not all words need to be used!



LISTENING PASSAGE

 Audio Script: 

 [Orientation Statement:] Listen to classmates Samantha 

and Orlando prepare for a project. 

 SAMANTHA: I did some research online, and I found 

rules for how to market to kids. I think they are a good 

starting point for our project, even though we can’t do 

all of them.

 ORLANDO: Okay, what did you find?

 SAMANTHA: etc……



For Math

 What is different?

 Drop Down Calculator on Screen

 Calculator for Certain Questions Only

 Short Answer Explanation

 Graphing for Geometry



GRAPHIC RESPONSE



DRAG & DROP



EQUATION (OPEN) 

RESPONSE



MULTI-SELECT RESPONSE



NATURAL LANGUAGE RESPONSE



HOT SPOT RESPONSE







• Over time – Staircase 

alignment

• Computers – Introduction to 

Information and Technology 

(Typing) push to middle school

• Pre-AP Social Studies in 8th

Grade – Mini DBQs

• Carillon uses Typing Club -

http://www.typingclub.com/






